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Introduction 
Å The Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, 

Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security (Voluntary 

Guidelines) represent the first global consensus on universally applicable standards 

for the recognition, recording and protection of tenure rights.

Å FAO in close collaboration with partners, including Department for International 

Development (DFID), initiated the development of the Voluntary Guidelines and 

supported the process until they were endorsed in 2012.

Å FAO has ever since played an important role in supporting the implementation of 

the Voluntary Guidelines to improve governance of tenure of land, fisheries and 

forests and their implementation at country level.



Introduction Contõd

Å As part of this programme, DFID is funded three project components in 

Uganda: 
Ç Component One, a VGGT Workshop series; 

Ç Component Two, a pilot to support community forest rights registration; and 

Ç Component Three, a pilot to support local authorities in Kasese in the issuance of customary certificates of 

ownership.

ÅFAOôs involvement with Makerere University was on components one 

and three.

ÅThe engagement was at three times, 2015, 2016 and 2017



Guiding principles of responsible tenure governance

General Principles

1. Recognize and respect all legitimate 

tenure right holders.

2. Safeguard legitimate tenure rights 

against threats and infringement.

3. Promote and facilitate the enjoyment 

of legitimate tenure rights.

4. Provide access to justice to deal with 

infringement of legitimate tenure 

rights.

5. Prevent tenure disputes, violent 

conflicts and corruption

Principles of implementation

1. Humanity

2. Non-discrimination

3. Equity and justice

4. Gender equality

5. Holistic and sustainable approach.

6. Consultation and participation

7. Rule of law

8. Transparency

9. Accountability

10. Continuous improvement 



Makerere University
Å The university is composed of nine colleges and schools offering programmesfor about 36,000 undergraduate 

and 4,000 postgraduate students. 

Å The School of the Built Environment is one of the three schools under the College of Engineering Design Art 
and Technology. 

Å The Schoolôs mandate is to conduct research, provide education and Outreach in the disciplines of built 
Environment. 

Å We run six undergraduate degree programs and 4 graduate programmesas shown below 
1. Bachelor of Science in Land Surveying and Geomatics ï4 year Programme

2. Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional Planning ï4 year Programme

3. Bachelor of Architecture ï5 year Programme

4. Bachelor of Science in Land Economics ï4 year Programme

5. Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying ï4 year Programme

6. Bachelor of Science in Construction Management ï3 year Programme

7. Master of Science in Geo-Information Science and Technology ï2 year Programme

8. Master of Science in Urban Design (and Postgraduate Diploma) - 2 year Programme

9. Master of Science in Construction Management (and Postgraduate Diploma) - 2 year Programme

10. Master of Architecture - 2 year Programme



Å29 sub counties were 

covered during the 

project implementation



Governance of Tenure ðOpen Source software for recording 

tenure rights

Å Open source software offers the promise of 

improving transparency and reducing the 

cost of registering tenure rights by using 

flexible, affordable software tools to 

standardize and maintain administrative 

procedures.

Å Open source software includes SOLA 

(Solutions for Open Land Administration) 

and Open tenure.

Å SOLA is designed to be customized to fit a 

countryôs laws and practices.

Å SOLA Open Tenure can be used to;

1. Demarcate the land and land use 

arrangements.

2. Increase recognition of customary land 

other natural resources.

3. Clarify tenure arrangements with 

communities.

4. Certify the holding of tenure rights. 



Component Three, a pilot to support local authorities in Kasese in the 

issuance of customary certificates of ownership.Outputs

Å Train members of the local institutions (Area Land committee (ALC), District Land Boad
(DLB), District Land Office (DLO), Recorders) and other stakeholders to capture information 
on customary land rights that is consistent with VGGT principles and the local laws / 
regulations,

Å Increase awareness on VGGTs and the need to secure land rights among the people of 
Kasese District,

Å Develop local capacity, through hands on training to members of the land institution to use 
ICT in capturing and managing land records pertaining to CCOs, 

Å Actively participate and supervise fieldwork and monitor the quality of the data captured by 
the field teams during recording of customary rights for new beneficiaries, and

Å Contribute to the planning and facilitation of the third VGGT National Workshop to 
disseminate the results and to create awareness among policy / decision makers about the 
outcomes of the project and support policy dialogue on the way forward.



Generic Workflow

1. Launch of the project through a VGGT workshop.

2. Sensitization through sensitization material (T-shirts, flyers and posters), radio talk shows 
and community meetings.

3. Training field teams, DLB and ALCs in partnership with the Ministry of Lands housing and 
urban development (MoLHUD). 

4. Analyzing existing applications and call for new applications.

5. Field visits and mapping after expiry of the public notice date.

6. Backstopping and quality control in conjunction with MoLHUD

7. Data checking, cleaning and validation by field supervisor.

8. Consideration of applicant files by the District Land Boards. 

9. Upload approved applicant files data onto the community server.

10. Printing of CCOs by the parish chief (CCO recorders)

11. Issuance and registry into the CLIN, Registry and Abstract books  



ÅMakerere receives equipment

ÅTablets

ÅProjector, 

and

ÅCamera 

ÅMakerere Students being trained 

Å Training BLD on the CCO databaseÅKasese receives equipment 

ÅTablets

ÅProjector, 

and

ÅCameras

ÅPrinters

ÅComputers

ÅMotorcycles 

ÅPhoto 

copiers  



ÅTraining ALC Å Checking applications ÅUploading data ÅTyping CCOs

ÅCCO issuance by Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban Development in presence 

of Minister, FAO representatives  and Kasese District political leadership. 


